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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, TH, CH 

SUBJ: THAI-CHINESE RELATIONS 

SUMMARY. DESPITE FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN’S 
INTIMATIONS TO THE LOCAL PRESS, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE 
WILL VISIT THE PRC ANY TIME SOON, OR THAT THE RTG IS 
RUSHING HEADLONG TOWARDS IMMINENT TRADE OR DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH MAINLAND CHINA. END SUMMARY. 

1. CHATCHAI HAS, IN RECENT WEEKS, MADE SEVERAL COMMENTS 
TO THE PRESS TO THE EFPECT THAT HE MIGHT BE VISITING THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC) SOMETIME EITHER THIS 
SPRING OR SUMMER. IT NOW APPEARS THAT WE SHOULD NOT TAKE 
THESE GLIB DECLARATIONS TOO SERIOUSLY. SHORTLY ALTER THE 
PIRST MENTION ON MARCH 28, A WORKING LEVEL OPPICIAL IN MPA 
TOLD AN EMBASSY OFPICER THAT CHATCHAI WAS ONLY JOKING WITH 
THE PRESS TO PEND OPE THEIR QUESTIONS AND REALLY MEANT THAT 
HE MIGHT GO ANYTIME, OR NOT AT ALT.. 
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2. MORE RECENTLY, CHATCHAI'S PRIVATE SECRETARY TOLD THE 
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SAME OFFICER THAT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CHINA WERE NOT 
AT ALL IMMINENT, THAT CHATCHAI HAD NO DEFINITE PLANS TO 
VISIT PEKING, AND THAT THE RTG HAD NOT EVEN BEGUN TO 
CONSIDER COMPREHENSIVELY ALL THE RAMIFICATIONS THAT 
CHANGED THAI-PRC RELATIONS WOULD HAVE FOR OTHER RTG 
FOREIGN POLICY INTERESTS. 

3. COMMENT. IT IS BECOMING AN ARTICLE OF FAITH IN BANGKOK 
THAT CHATCHAI WANTS TO GO DOWN IN HISTORY AS THE MAN WHO 
OPENED THAI-PRC RELATIONS. CHATCHAI IS POSSIBLY FISHING 
FOR AN INVITATION FROM PEKING, SINCE WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE 
THAT THE PRC HAS ISSUED HIM ONE. WE BELIEVE THAT RTG 
POLICY ON THE RECOGNITION OF THE PRC IS INCHOATE. WE DO 
NOT LOOK FOR CHATCHAI'S EARLY DEPARTURE FOR PEKING WITH A 
GOVERNMENT MANDATE TO OPEN RELATIONS. 
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